
SUNDAY, MARCH 19TH, 2023, 9:30 A.M. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
                                                             

PRELUDE                                                      Roz Baker  
 
BLOWING OF THE CONCH SHELL                         RICK KIMBALL 
 
PROCESSION 
 
GREETINGS AND ALOHA                                                                        LITURGIST 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (PSALM 100)                                                              LITURGIST 
Leader: Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! 
People: Serve the Lord with gladness. Come into God’s presence with 
singing. 
Leader: Know that the Lord, who made us, is God. 
People: We are the Lord’s; we are the people of God, the sheep of 
God’s pasture. 
Leader: Enter God’s gates with thanksgiving and God’s courts with 
praise! 
People: Give thanks and bless God’s name! 
Leader: For the Lord is good;  
People: God’s steadfast love endures forever, God’s faithfulness to all 
generations. 
All: Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice, give thanks, and sing. 1 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE   O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (vv. 1,2,5,7)     
UMH 57 
 
1. O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my great Redeemer's praise, 
the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of his grace! 
 
2. My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 
to spread through all the earth abroad 

 
1 United Methodist Publishing House, The United Methodist Hymnal: (Nashville, TN: United Methodist Pub House, 
1989), 821. 



the honors of thy name. 
 
5. He speaks, and listening to his voice, 
new life the dead receive; 
the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 
the humble poor believe. 
 
7. In Christ, your head, you then shall know, 
shall feel your sins forgiven; 
anticipate your heaven below, 
and own that love is heaven. 
 
PRAYER OF INVOCATION 
 
THE SHARING OF OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 
LORD IN YOUR MERCY : 
Hear our Prayers 
 
UNISON PRAYER 
Light of all lights, be our vision this day.  Open our mouths to sing 
your praises.  Open our eyes to behold your glory.  Open our hearts 
to the warmth of your love.  Open our minds to the flame of your truth.  
Open our souls to the glory of living as children of light so that others 
may see the sacred mystery of your kingdom in our living. Amen. 
 
PRAYER RESPONSE “Queen Liliuokalani’s Prayer” 

O kou aloha no.  Aia i ka lani.  A'o Kou 'oia i'o.  He hemolele ho'i.  Amene 
(Your loving mercy is in heaven, and your truth so perfect.  Amen.) 
 
 
THE READING FROM THE SCRIPTURES        Liturgist 
 
FIRST READING                            1 Samuel 16:1-13 

1 The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 
rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set 
out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself a king among his sons.’ 2 Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul 
hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, 



and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the 
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint 
for me the one whom I name to you.’ 4 Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city 
came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ 5 He 
said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify 
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s 
anointed is now before the Lord.’ 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I 
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look 
on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’ 8 Then 
Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 9 Then Jesse made Shammah 
pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ 10 Jesse 
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ 11 Samuel said to 
Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the 
youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes 
here.’ 12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint 
him; for this is the one.’ 13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel 
then set out and went to Ramah. 

 
SECOND READING                 Ephesians 5:8-14 

8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live 
as children of light— 9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that is 
good and right and true. 10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the 
Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead 
expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people 
do secretly; 13 but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, 14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it 
says, 



‘Sleeper, awake! 
    Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 

 
LITURGIST: THIS IS THE WORD OF THE LORD. 

PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD! 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                                           # 880 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED, ECUMENICAL VERSION 
 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic** church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

(** universal)  

 
GLORIA PATRI                                                                                          UMH 70 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                        PASTOR  

CHOIR OFFERING                                                                       LUMC Choir 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians%205&version=NRSVA


DOXOLOGY 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION          “Be Thou My Vision”       UMH 451 
 
1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2. Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word;  
I ever with thee, and thou with me, Lord. 
Born of thy love, thy child may I be,  
thou in me dwelling and I one with thee. 
 
3. High King of heaven, my victory is won 
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
SERMON SCRIPTURE                  John 9:1-41                            Pastor 

1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples 
asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
him. 4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 
night is coming when no one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, 7 saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and 
beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 
someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they kept 
asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The 
man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 
“Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my 
sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 



13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been 
blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.’ 16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This 
man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others 
said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they 
were divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received 
his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his 
sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born 
blind? How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents 
said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and 
they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a 
sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One 
thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26 They said to 
him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He 
answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but 
we are disciples of Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ 30 The man 
answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not 
from God, he could do nothing.’ 34 They answered him, ‘You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him 
out. 



35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, 
he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ 36 He answered, ‘And who 
is he, sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ 37 Jesus said to him, 
‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38 He said, 
‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I came into 
this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who do see may become blind.’ 40 Some of the Pharisees near 
him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are 
we?’ 41 Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 

MESSAGE                            Was Blind, But Now I See                         Pastor 

ANTHEM              How Can I Keep From Singing      Pastor John Crewe 
                                                           Jennifer Loftus, Piano Accompaniment  
 
MINISTRY UPDATE                                  Pastor 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                    Amazing Grace  (vv 1-4)                UMH 378                       
 
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 
2. 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved; 
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed. 
 
3. Through many dangers, toils, and snares, 
I have already come; 
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 
 
4. The Lord has promised good to me, 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be, 
as long as life endures. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+9%3A1-41&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26466f


 
*BENEDICTION 
 
* CIRCLE OF OHANA "HAWAII ALOHA" (Rev. Lorenzo Lyons) 
E Hawai'i e ku'u one hanau e, Ku'u ho-me kulaiwi nei. Oli no au i na 
pono lani ou, E Hawai'i, aloha e. E hau'oli na `opio o Hawai'i nei. `Oli 
e!  `Oli e! Mai na aheahe makani e pa mai nei. Mau ke aloha, no 
Hawai'i. 
(O Hawaiʻi, O sands of my birth, My native home.  I rejoice in the 
blessings of heaven, O Hawaiʻi, aloha.  Happy youth of Hawaiʻi,  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Gentle breezes blow.  Love always for Hawaiʻi.) 


